
“Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee.  …From that time Jesus 

began to proclaim, ‘Repent for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’” Matthew 4:12,17.  

Dear Christian friends, 

This month for Lutherans will culminate in the event for which 2017 has been marked: The 500th 

Anniversary of Martin Luther posting his 95 Theses on the Church door in Wittenberg. On October 31st 

people will gather there to commemorate the occasion. Martin Luther may even appear in spirit. As in 

all things the Reformation has its blessings and its curses. 

This anniversary year has been filled with pomp and ceremony for the Lutheran family. It has put our 

Church family name before the world. It has also helped us to look into the writings and intentions of 

that Augustinian monk from Germany. Personally I have focused less upon the place in which the man 

acted and more into his writings and thoughts. Luther’s enduring legacy is his call to reformation within 

the teachings and practises of the Church; particularly as those activities were taught and practiced in 

his time. Reformation is a task the Church has continued to do with blessings and curses attached. 

Much has been attributed to Martin Luther over the past 500 years. He has been exalted and vilified, 

faithfully quoted and bastardized, honored and excommunicated throughout the centuries and decades. 

One enduring aspect of Luther’s legacy, to which he would be deeply grieved, is the great division that 

has occurred within the Christian tradition. The vast number of separate Protestant denominations and 

even our continuing Lutheran separation from the Roman Catholic Church would be a tremendous 

disappointment to him. He never wanted the Church to be fractionalized into the myriad of Christian 

sects that exist today.  

The anniversary will be celebrated still; so we can use the time to reread and reflect upon what Luther 

was teaching and what he wasn’t teaching. Luther always was the pastor. He had deep concern for the 

souls of those under his care. He wanted his parishioners to know and experience the whole counsel of 

God. Luther truly wanted people to understand the utter sinfulness of human being, but also the grace 

of God revealed and present in Jesus as the Christ. Luther always would want people to look to what 

God says and Jesus teaches in word and deed for their direction in life: The Scriptures were his source of 

knowledge. Even his 95 Theses can give us time to pause and reflect upon what he was calling for 

debate upon, and how the essentials in those writings can strengthen us in faith and life.  

One great accomplishment of Luther was his translation of the Bible from Latin into German – the 

common language of his people. Luther stressed that people needed to hear God’s word in their spoken 

language rather than a “frozen” language of previous generations. So we worship in the language we 

speak and understand and the Roman Catholic Church has also made this reform. Luther also stressed 

the vocation that comes to every Christian. Every baptized person can be a “priest” to another serving in 

life; rather than secular vocations being less than Church vocations.  

We can use this anniversary year to be renewed in our faith and reformed in our practices. We can 

celebrate that freedom God has provided through Jesus Christ and repent where we have used that 

freedom for the indulgence of our sinful self. It is a time of Thanksgiving and Confession. Just as we will 

give thanks to God for the bounty of the harvest and all his goodness for our earthly lives, we can give 

thanks for that gift of faith that comes by God’s Holy Spirit.  

Our LORD Jesus says, “Repent for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 

In Christ forever, 

Pastor Kevin.  


